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1) changes to the local demographics as a result of the Spearhead Trails Initiative 
economic impact and, 

2) the demographics of the primary and secondary market area (for future use in 
marketing and conversion efforts).   
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“Now, with coal mining so automated, finding 
jobs, for all the residents, is a major challenge. 
While other regions in Virginia have grown 
substantially since 1980, Southwest and Southside 
in particular have stagnated. Economically, 
Southwest Virginia still remains far out of synch 
with Tidewater and Northern Virginia.” (Source: 
Geography of Virginia, 2011) 
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Box 2: Adventure Travel Stats 
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“Travel Industry Association of America has estimated that about 10 percent of 
Americans have taken an adventure-travel trip, and that it's growing by about 
10 percent a year.” (Kristin Jackson, “Going semi-wild on adventure tours;” 
Seattle Times; May 22, 2005) 
'
The VirtuosoLuxe Report, an annual snapshot of travel trends and habits of 
affluent travelers, indicates that 40% of clients seek active vacations or active 
“add-ons” and that 68.6% of travelers surveyed at travel trade shows indicated 
they are planning an “adventure vacation” in the future. (Adventure Travel 
Study 2005; sponsored by ATTA and Michigan State University) 
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Note:'
American Whitewater Description of the Powell River from Appalachia to Big Stone Gap:'
http://www.americanwhitewater.org/content/River/detail/id/1989/'
 '
Description of other sections of the Powell may also be viewed on the AWA, Virginia 
web page at: http://www.americanwhitewater.org/content/River/state-summary/state/VA/'
 '
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